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Welcome to the CMA (UK) Monthly Newsletter, featuring updates on 
the critical minerals space. Read on for:

Register for CMA (UK) 4th Annual Conference: Breaking New Ground
UK & Indonesia Sign Memorandum of Understanding on Critical Minerals
UK Ministers Visit Riyadh to Boost Trade with Gulf Cooperation Council
UK Foreign Secretary Highlights Critical Minerals in First Policy Speech
US Department of Energy Announces Additional $3B for Critical Minerals 
Saskatchewan Research Council to Produce First REEs in North America
LME Lags Rival Exchanges as Battery Minerals Trading Gains Momentum
US & Norway Sign MoU on ‘Market-Oriented’ Critical Minerals Cooperation 
China Lodges Complaint to World Trade Organisation Over Canadian Tariffs
Green Lithium and Rio Tinto Partner to Develop UK Lithium Supply Chain
APC UK Announces £4.6M in Funding to Strengthen EV Supply Chain 
Less Common Metals to Lead CLIMATES-Funded REE Recycling Project
Circular Economy Showcase Honours Achievements of NICER Programme 
CSaP Releases Report on Critical Mineral Supply Chain Workshop 
Critical Productions on ESG: The New Normal for the Mining Sector
News Round Up
Events Calendar 

SEPTEMBER 2024

@CMA_Minerals Critical Minerals Association (UK)www.criticalmineral.org

Would you like to feature in a future edition? 
Contact our editor Eileen at eileen@criticalmineral.org

This month's newsletter has been put
together by Eileen Maes, CMA (UK), and
Lily Dickson. 

Subscribe to our monthly newsletter by
joining our mailing list under 'Contact'
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On 2 December, the Critical Minerals Association (UK) is
hosting its 4th Annual Conference, Critical Minerals: Breaking
New Ground, at the Royal College of Physicians in London. 

The event will cover the transformative political, economic
and social disruptions and advancements of the past year,
from MoUs signed by Minerals Security Partnership (MSP)
nations, to the enactment of the EU's Critical Raw Materials
Act and the work towards building a competitive Europe. 

Presentations and panel discussions will explore emerging
issues such as new tools for prospectivity, growing UK
innovation for global impact, advancements in ESG,
provenance, partnerships and battery passports. 
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REGISTER HERE

REGISTER FOR CMA
(UK) 4TH ANNUAL

CONFERENCE

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-critical-mineral-associations-4th-annual-conference-tickets-972217186777?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-critical-mineral-associations-4th-annual-conference-tickets-972217186777?aff=oddtdtcreator


On 17 September, Anneliese Dodds, UK Minister of State for
Development and Minister of State for Women and
Equalities, arrived in Jakarta to strengthen partnerships with
Indonesia on green growth, climate, and the empowerment
of women and girls.

The 3-day visit to Indonesia (from 16 to 19 September) was
the Minister’s first visit to Southeast Asia in her new role. It  
comes as the UK and Indonesia celebrate the 75th year of
their diplomatic relationship.

While in Jakarta, the Minister signed two sets of bilateral
memoranda of understanding (MoUs) with Indonesia’s
National Planning Agency (Bappenas) on development
cooperation as well as strategic collaboration on critical
minerals with the Ministry for Energy and Mineral Resources.
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READ ON HERE

UK & INDONESIA 
SIGN CRITICAL

MINERALS MOU

Image Credit: UK Government  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-indonesia-strengthen-partnerships-on-growth-and-climate
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-and-indonesia-strengthen-partnerships-on-growth-and-climate
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis


On 16 September, UK Trade Secretary Jonathan Reynolds
and Trade Policy Minister Douglas Alexander met with their
counterparts in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in Riyadh
to discuss boosting trade and investment with the region.

The GCC is made up of six countries-- Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
(UEA)-- and the UK’s trade relationship with the group is
currently worth £57 billion. UK Government announced in
July that it is seeking a high-quality trade deal with the bloc,
along with other nations such as India and South Korea. 

Ahead of the International Investment Summit on 14
October, the Trade Secretary and Minister are determined to  
communicate that Britain is back as a “prime investment
destination”, highlighting the UK’s world-leading expertise
across a variety of industries including tech, life sciences,
financial services and renewable energy. 
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READ ON HERE

UK MINISTERS VISIT
GULF TO BOOST 

TRADE & INVESTMENT

UK-GCC Trade Deal

Image Credit: negoworks via iStock 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-ministers-visit-gulf-to-boost-trade-and-investment
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-ministers-visit-gulf-to-boost-trade-and-investment
https://www.istockphoto.com/vector/map-of-the-gulf-cooperation-council-s-members-gm694337562-128372173


On 17 September, the Rt Hon. David Lammy MP, delivered
his first major foreign policy speech as the UK Foreign
Secretary at Kew Gardens in London. His speech emphasised
the growing linkages between climate action, security, and
prosperity, and the importance of tackling the climate crisis. 

“Look around the world. Countries are scrambling to secure
critical minerals, just as great powers once raced to control
oil – we cannot let this become a source of conflict,” said the
Foreign Secretary. 

“We have seen with the Inflation Reduction Act in the United
States, the Green Deal, in the European Union, and the
accelerating transition in China, foreign policy, economic and
industrial policy becoming increasingly intertwined. That is
why the Prime Minister is resetting Britain’s approach to
climate and nature, putting it at the centre of our cross-
Government missions.”
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READ ON HERE

FOREIGN SECRETARY
HIGHLIGHTS MINERALS

IN POLICY SPEECH

Image Credit: UK Government  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/foreign-secretarys-foreign-policy-speech-on-the-climate-crisis


On 20 September, the US Department of Energy (DoE)
announced over $3 billion in funding (for 25 projects across
14 states) through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) for
the extraction, processing and recycling of critical minerals
and manufacturing of key battery components. 

Combined with the first round of battery material processing
and manufacturing grants, funding from the BIL program will
have generated $16 billion in public and private sector
investments throughout the entire battery supply chain. 

A White House statement reads: “After years of ceding
ground to China, we are now winning the competition for the
21st Century, protecting our industrial base and creating
good jobs, and strengthening our energy and national
security thanks to the Biden-Harris Administration’s actions
to secure critical mineral supply chains.”
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READ ON HERE

US ANNOUNCES
ADDITIONAL $3B FUND

FOR CRITICAL MINERALS

Image Credit: Orham Çam via Adobe Stock

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/09/20/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-takes-further-action-to-strengthen-and-secure-critical-mineral-supply-chains/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/09/20/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-takes-further-action-to-strengthen-and-secure-critical-mineral-supply-chains/
https://stock.adobe.com/uk/search?k=white+house&asset_id=353433164


On 18 September, the Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC)  
announced that its Rare Earth Processing Facility located in
Saskatoon is ahead of schedule and projected to produce
rare earth elements (REEs) at commercial scale as early as
summer 2024, making Saskatchewan the first and only
jurisdiction to do so in North America.

Using in-house developed, state-of-the-art, automated
technology in metal smelting, SRC’s facility will produce 10
tonnes of neodymium-praseodymium (NdPr) metals per
month, with purities greater than 99.5% and conversions
greater than 98%. The SRC is also on track to upscale  
production to 40 tonnes per month by January 2025. 

"This represents a significant opportunity for Saskatchewan
to be a world leader in the area of critical mineral
development by establishing a secure and sustainable rare
earth supply chain,” said Premier Scott Moe.
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READ ON HERE

SRC FACILITY TO
PRODUCE FIRST REES
IN NORTH AMERICA

Image Credit: Saskatchewan Research Council

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2024/september/18/src-rare-earth-processing-facility-first-to-produce-rare-earth-metals-in-north-america
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/news-and-media/2024/september/18/src-rare-earth-processing-facility-first-to-produce-rare-earth-metals-in-north-america
https://www.src.sk.ca/news/src-rare-earth-processing-facility-first-produce-rare-earth-metals-north-america
https://www.src.sk.ca/news/src-rare-earth-processing-facility-first-produce-rare-earth-metals-north-america


In an article published by Reuters News on 29 September,
Eric Onstad warns that the London Metals Exchange (LME) is
“being left behind in the race to dominate trade in metals
used for EV batteries such as lithium and cobalt”.

Rival exchanges such as the U.S. CME Group and China’s
Guangzhou Future Exchanges are gaining momentum,
capitalising on a shift from annual fixed-price contracts to
hedging with futures.

“The LME is the world's oldest and dominant market for
industrial metals like copper and aluminium, but its complex
futures structure and less aggressive marketing mean its
battery metals futures have largely been snubbed”, writes
Onstad. 
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READ ON HERE

LME LAGGING RIVAL
EXCHANGES IN BATTERY

MINERALS TRADING

Image Credit: Kreepin Deth via CC 3.0

https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/lme-lags-rival-exchanges-battery-metals-trading-gains-momentum-2024-09-29/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/lme-lags-rival-exchanges-battery-metals-trading-gains-momentum-2024-09-29/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-norwegian-foreign-minister-espen-barth-eide-at-the-signing-of-a-memorandum-of-cooperation-on-high-standard-market-oriented-trade-of-critical-minerals/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:LME_entrance_sign.jpg


On 30 September, US Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken
and Norwegian Foreign Minister Espen Barth Eide signed a
Memorandum of Cooperation on ‘high-standard, market-
oriented trade of critical minerals’. 

“Developing secure, transparent critical mineral supply
chains is essential if we’re going to achieve our global clean
energy goals, but it’s also an essential aspect of our national
security,” said Blinken during the signing ceremony.

“We also work together to accelerate investment in global
supply chains alongside our 13 other partners in the Mineral
Security Partnership, which, through the leadership of Under
Secretary Fernandez, now consists of 32 projects around the
world.”
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READ ON HERE

US & NORWAY 
TO COOPERATE ON

CRITICAL MINERALS 

Image Credit: US State Department 

https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-norwegian-foreign-minister-espen-barth-eide-at-the-signing-of-a-memorandum-of-cooperation-on-high-standard-market-oriented-trade-of-critical-minerals/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-norwegian-foreign-minister-espen-barth-eide-at-the-signing-of-a-memorandum-of-cooperation-on-high-standard-market-oriented-trade-of-critical-minerals/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-norwegian-foreign-minister-espen-barth-eide-at-the-signing-of-a-memorandum-of-cooperation-on-high-standard-market-oriented-trade-of-critical-minerals/
https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-and-norwegian-foreign-minister-espen-barth-eide-at-the-signing-of-a-memorandum-of-cooperation-on-high-standard-market-oriented-trade-of-critical-minerals/


On 6 September, China requested talks with Canada at the
World Trade Organisation (WTO) on tariffs Ottawa has
imposed on its electric vehicles (EVs), as well as steel and
aluminium goods.

A week after Ottawa joined the United States and European
Union on imposing a 100% tariff on Chinese EVs and 25%
tariff on imported steel and aluminium, Beijing announced  
that it plans to start an anti-dumping investigation into
canola imports from Canada. 

A statement from China's Ministry of Commerce reads:
"Canada has disregarded WTO rules and violated its
commitments within the WTO by proposing to impose
additional tariffs of 100% and 25%. China urges Canada to
abide by WTO rules and immediately correct wrongdoings.”
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READ ON HERE

CHINA LODGES WTO
COMPLAINT OVER

CANADIAN TARIFFS

Image Credit: hectorchristiaen via Adobe Stock

https://www.reuters.com/world/china-says-it-submits-request-canada-wto-consultation-over-tariffs-2024-09-06/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china-says-it-submits-request-canada-wto-consultation-over-tariffs-2024-09-06/
https://www.src.sk.ca/news/src-rare-earth-processing-facility-first-produce-rare-earth-metals-north-america
https://stock.adobe.com/contributor/207444598/hectorchristiaen?load_type=author&prev_url=detail


On 1 October, Green Lithium announced that it has signed a
memorandum of understanding to develop a lithium supply
chain commercial partnership with Rio Tinto. 

Sean Sargent, CEO at Green Lithium, said: “By building our
refineries, we will accelerate the adoption of EVs and
sustainable energy storage through the increased supply of
low-carbon, battery-grade lithium chemicals. Fulfilling this
vision requires the right partners, and in Rio Tinto we have
found an exceptional potential commercial partner.”

The news has been met with positive reception by both
industry and government. Sarah Jones MP, Minister for
Business & Energy, commented: “This... will not only support
high-skilled jobs in the North East but boost our critical
minerals supply chains as we continue to build a cleaner,
greener future for our automotive industry and drive
forward our mission to net zero.”
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READ ON HERE

GREEN LITHIUM & RIO
TINTO PARTNER ON UK

LITHIUM SUPPLY

https://greenlithium.co.uk/news/rio-tinto-strategic-partnership-announced
https://greenlithium.co.uk/news/rio-tinto-strategic-partnership-announced


On 17 September, the Advanced Propulsion Centre UK
(APC) announced seven new Feasibility Studies focused
on strengthening the UK’s EV supply chain capabilities.

Delivered through the APC on behalf of the Department
for Business & Trade, projects will be funded by £2.3m of
government grants from the Automotive Transformation
Fund (ATF), matched with industry funding.

One of seven projects selected was Imerys British Lithium
Limited (IBL), which is focused on developing commercial  
opportunities for large-scale lithium production in the UK
by using its own sustainable and novel method of
extracting high-purity lithium from micaceous granite.

The ATF was created to electrify Britain’s automotive
sector and protect its competitiveness in the global
market. It enables the creation of feasibility studies into
the viability of projects for scale-up, as well as providing
grants to help de-risk and unlock private investment.
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READ ON HERE

APC ANNOUNCES
FUNDING FOR UK EV

SUPPLY CHAIN

https://www.apcuk.co.uk/news-events/news/investment-in-the-uk-electric-vehicle-supply-chain/
https://www.apcuk.co.uk/news-events/news/investment-in-the-uk-electric-vehicle-supply-chain/


On 2 October, Less Common Metals Ltd, a leading UK-
based producer of rare earth metals & alloys, announced
its leadership in the innovative ‘Industrial Scrap-to-
Magnet’ initiative.

In collaboration with Ionic Technologies and
Vacuumschmelze, the initiative aims to produce high-
quality NdFeB magnets using 100% recycled heavy and
light rare earth elements (REEs) with full traceability. It
has received funding from Innovate UK’s circular critical
materials supply chain (CLIMATES) programme. 

The demand for REEs is projected to surge significantly by
2040, driven by the rapid adoption of clean energy
technologies, electric vehicles and advanced electronic
devices. 
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READ ON HERE

LCM LEADS CLIMATES-
FUNDED REE 

RECYLING PROJECT

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/less-common-metals-ionic-rare-earths-vacuumschmelze-h4ane/?trackingId=Tbrdc%2Bi6TTijX3jz2fCBpQ%3D%3D
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/less-common-metals-ionic-rare-earths-vacuumschmelze-h4ane/?trackingId=Tbrdc%2Bi6TTijX3jz2fCBpQ%3D%3D


On 25 September, the University of Exeter hosted the NICER
(National Interdisciplinary Circular Economy Research) 2024
Showcase in London to mark the end of the programme and  
highlight its many achievements. 

Since its inception in 2020, NICER has collaborated with
numerous stakeholders to develop new circular business
models and products, as well as influence policy and
consumer behaviour. Its work was funded through a £30
million investment from the Department for Environment,
Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) as well as UK Research and
Innovation (UKRI).

Around 250 delegates from government, industry and
academia gathered at Church House in Westminster for the
event, which featured keynotes from two UN officials who
praised the programme for putting the UK at the forefront  
of the campaign to make the circular economy a reality.
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READ ON HERE

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
SHOWCASE MARKS END
OF NICER PROGRAMME

https://news.exeter.ac.uk/faculty-of-environment-science-and-economy/uks-largest-circular-economy-programme-hailed-as-start-of-journey/
https://news.exeter.ac.uk/faculty-of-environment-science-and-economy/uks-largest-circular-economy-programme-hailed-as-start-of-journey/


On 15 May, the Centre of Science and Policy (CSaP) at the
University of Cambridge hosted a Policy Workshop on ‘The
Future of Critical Mineral Supply Chains’, in partnership with
the University’s Energy Interdisciplinary Research Centre and
the UK Department for Business and Trade (DBT). 

The event brought together stakeholders from academia,
policy, and industry for a roundtable discussion under the
Chatham House rule. The workshop aimed to explore
potential solutions and leverage points, and to pinpoint the
UK's capabilities to inform the government's rapidly evolving
Critical Minerals Strategy.

Thank you to the CSaP for inviting the CMA (UK) to
participate in the workshop. We are pleased to see the
resulting report has highlighted the key issues discussed on
the day, including the importance of community relations,
global collaboration, and circularity for the mining industry.
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READ THE REPORT HERE

CSAP RELEASES
CRITICAL MINERALS
WORKSHOP REPORT

https://www.csap.cam.ac.uk/events/future-critical-minerals-supply-chains/
https://www.csap.cam.ac.uk/events/future-critical-minerals-supply-chains/


CRITICAL
PRODUCTIONS
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The following news articles from Argus Media, Mining
Weekly, Mining Magazine, Financial Times, and others,
provide an overview of critical mineral mining for:

Cobalt
Copper
Graphite
Lithium
Nickel
Manganese
Rare Earth Elements
Tin
Tungsten
Vanadium 

The Critical Minerals Association (UK) takes no credit for any
articles and makes no endorsement of any of the content.
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NEWS ROUNDUP



Cobalt
18

Africa
DRC: Glencore [27.09.24]

Glencore copper mine hit with €800 million royalty
row with local tax authorities. 
Read the article here.

DRC [14.09.24]
Cobalt prices in world’s largest cobalt producing
nation hit lowest levels since 2016 due to record
oversupply in market.
Read the article here.

North America
Canada: Electra Battery Metals [10.09.24]

Electra receives $20 million funding proposal from
unnamed for Ontario cobalt refinery, matching US
government funding. 
Read the article here.

US: Nth Cycle [30.09.24]
US metal refining and recycling company begins
operations in Ohio to produce premium nickel-
cobalt mixed hydroxide precipitate. 
Read the article here.

South America
Chile: Glencore & Chilean Cobalt [12.09.24]

US Strategic Metals enters into agreement with
subsidiary of Glencore and Chilean Cobalt to
explore domestic US downstream processing of
cobalt and copper. 
Read the article here.

https://www.mining.com/web/glencore-congo-copper-mine-hit-with-e800-million-royalty-row/
https://www.ecofinagency.com/mining/2409-45924-drc-cobalt-pricest-hits-lowest-levels-since-2016
https://www.mining.com/subscribe-login/?id=1160191
https://chargedevs.com/newswire/nth-cycle-starts-domestic-commercial-scale-nickel-and-cobalt-scrap-refining/
https://www.mining.com/subscribe-login/?id=1160491
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Copper
Africa

DRC: CMOC Group Ltd [10.09.24]
State miner’s Tenke Fungurume mine sells copper to
trio of mining giants- Glencore Plc, Mercuria Energy
Group and Trafigura Group. 
Read the article here.

Europe
UK: BT Group [30.09.24]

BT Groups reels in £105m from first ever recycling deal
for leftover copper cables.
Read the article here. 

 
North America

USA: Rio Tinto [26.09.24]
Rio Tinto aims to produce copper from long-delayed
Resolution mine in Arizona by end of decade. 
Read the article here.

South America
Argentina: First Quantum Minerals [06.09.24]

First Quantum meets with Argentinian government to
invest and start construction on $3.5 billion Taca Taca
copper project, located 230km west of the city of Salta. 
Read the article here.

Peru [26.09.24]
Energy & Mines Minister Romulo Mucho reports 31
copper projects in Mining Investment Project Portfolio,
representing global investment of US$39 billion.
Read the article here. 

https://www.mining.com/web/congo-sells-copper-from-tenke-to-trio-of-trading-heavyweights/
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4364980/reports-bt-group-reels-gbp105m-recycling-deal-leftover-copper-cables
https://www.businessgreen.com/news/4364980/reports-bt-group-reels-gbp105m-recycling-deal-leftover-copper-cables
https://www.mining.com/web/rio-tinto-aims-to-produce-copper-in-arizona-by-end-of-decade/
https://www.mining.com/first-quantum-to-invest-3-5-billion-to-build-taca-taca-in-argentina-report/
https://andina.pe/agencia/noticia-peru-31-copper-mining-projects-represent-398-billion-investment-1001820.aspx
https://andina.pe/agencia/noticia-peru-31-copper-mining-projects-represent-398-billion-investment-1001820.aspx
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Graphite

 

 

Africa
Malawi: Rio Tinto [16.09.24]

Rio Tinto boosts stake in graphite miner Sovereign
Metals to 19.9%, the maximum allowed before it
must offer a takeover deal, as China curbs exports. 
Read the article here.

Tanzania: CRDB Bank [13.09.24]
CRDB Bank secures 790bn investment for Mahenge
Graphite Mining Project, with the Tanzanian
government holding a 16% stake.
Read the article here.

Europe
Finland: Carbonscape [16.09.24]

CarbonScape picks site for biographite production
demonstration plant in Sunila, Finland. 
Read the article here.

North America
Canada: Nouveau Monde Graphite [24.09.24]

NMG awards ABB with contract to build 120kV
power substation for its Phase-2 Matawinie
graphite operation in Quebec. 
Read the article here.

USA: Urbix [24.09.24]
Urbix to recieve $125m from US Department of
Energy to fund construction of graphite processing
facility in Alabama. 
Read the article here.

https://www.miningweekly.com/article/rio-tinto-boosts-stake-in-graphite-miner-as-china-curbs-exports-2024-09-16
https://dailynews.co.tz/crdb-secures-790bn-investment-for-mahenge-graphite-project/
https://dailynews.co.tz/crdb-secures-790bn-investment-for-mahenge-graphite-project/
https://futurride.com/2024/09/16/carbonscape-takes-next-biographite-step-with-finnish-demonstration-plant/#:~:text=CarbonScape%20takes%20next%20biographite%20step%20with%20Finnish%20demonstration%20plant,-Posted%20by%20Kevin&text=CarbonScape%20today%20announced%20a%20significant,for%20its%20next%20demonstration%20plant.
https://www.mining.com/abb-to-power-operations-at-nouveau-monde-graphites-matawinie-mine-in-quebec/
https://www.miningweekly.com/article/urbix-to-get-125m-from-us-govt-to-fund-graphite-processing-facility-2024-09-23
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Lithium
Africa

Mali: Kodal Metals [26.09.24]
Kodal Minerals flags possible delay in first
production at Bougouni lithium project. 
Read the article here.

North America
USA: Albemarle [25.09.24]

Potential redevelopment of Kings Mountain lithium
mine as Albemarle submits state and federal permit
applications to advance the project.
Read the article here.

Oceania
Australia: Arcadium Lithium [05.09.24]

One of world’s largest lithium producers idles its
Mt. Cattlin spodumene mine in effort to cut costs.
Read the article here.

South America
Chile [26.09.23]

Chile’s Government selects six priority areas for
new lithium extraction projects to be led by private
companies, setting deadlines for December 2024. 
Read the article here. 

Chile: Tianqi [04.09.24]
Chile's Supreme Court rejects Chinese firm Tianqi's
appeal to halt lithium deal between SQM and state-
run Codelco. 
Read the article here. 

https://www.mining.com/kodal-minerals-flags-possible-delay-in-first-production-at-bougouni-lithium-project/
https://www.australianmining.com.au/potential-redevelopment-of-kings-mountain-lithium-mine/
https://www.mining.com/arcadium-lithium-suspends-mt-cattlin-in-australia/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/chile-selects-6-sites-private-lithium-projects-2024-09-26/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/chile-selects-6-sites-private-lithium-projects-2024-09-26/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/chile-selects-6-sites-private-lithium-projects-2024-09-26/
https://www.mining.com/bolivia-shortlists-four-companies-to-develop-lithium-pilot-plants/#:~:text=The%20companies%20selected%20are%20China's,parameters%20and%20project%20execution%20time.
https://www.mining.com/bolivia-shortlists-four-companies-to-develop-lithium-pilot-plants/#:~:text=The%20companies%20selected%20are%20China's,parameters%20and%20project%20execution%20time.
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/chiles-top-court-rejects-tianqi-appeal-halt-sqm-codelco-deal-newspaper-says-2024-09-04/#:~:text=SANTIAGO%2C%20Sept%204%20(Reuters),been%20approved%20by%20SQM%20shareholders.
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/chiles-top-court-rejects-tianqi-appeal-halt-sqm-codelco-deal-newspaper-says-2024-09-04/#:~:text=SANTIAGO%2C%20Sept%204%20(Reuters),been%20approved%20by%20SQM%20shareholders.
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Manganese

 

 

Africa
Botswana: Giyani Metals [20.09.24]

Developer of K.Hill battery-grade manganese project
announces construction of Demonstration Plant is
progressing, on track for delivery in Q4 2024. 
Read the article here.

Ghana: Ghana Manganese Company [01.10.24]
GMC to commence construction of $450m
manganese refinery next month, focusing on
upgrading current low-grade carbonate manganese. 
Read the article here.

Kenya: Marula Mining Plc [17.09.24]
Marula ships first batch of manganese product from
Larisoro mine. 
Read the article here. 

Asia
China: Firebird Metals [24.09.24]

Firebird granted fully permitting to operate
manganese plant in China. 
Read the article here.

North America
USA: Element 25 [30.09.24]

US$166 million grant from Department for Energy
will support construction of a high-purity manganese
sulphate monohydrate facility in Louisiana. 
Read the article here. 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/botswana-licences-its-first-manganese-mining-project/ar-AA1qMsuV?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.graphic.com.gh/business/business-news/450m-manganese-refinery-project-next-month-1-000-jobs-to-be-created.html
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/marula-ships-first-batch-of-manganese-from-larisoro-mine-2024-09-17
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/marula-ships-first-batch-of-manganese-from-larisoro-mine-2024-09-17
https://www.mining.com/firebird-fully-permitted-to-operate-manganese-plant-in-china/#:~:text=Firebird%20Metals%20(ASX%3A%20FRB),first%20production%20in%20late%202025.
https://www.proactiveinvestors.com/companies/news/1057298/element-25-secures-us-166-million-us-doe-grant-for-manganese-project-1057298.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.com/companies/news/1057298/element-25-secures-us-166-million-us-doe-grant-for-manganese-project-1057298.html
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Nickel
Africa

Madagascar: Ambatovy SA [28.09.24]
Companies overseeing Ambatovy nickel project
file debt restructuring plan with court in London,
says project major shareholder Sumitomo Corp.
Read the article here.

Asia
Indonesia: Aneka Tambang [17.09.24]

Aneka Tambang forms joint venture for nickel
mining in South Sulawesi. 
Read the article here.

North America
USA: Revex Technologies [19.09.24]

Marquette County nickel project awarded up to
$145M from federal government. 
Read the article here.

Oceania
Australia: Western Mines Group [26.09.24]

Western Mines uncovers more nickel sulphides at
Mulga Tank. 
Read the article here.

South America
Brazil: Anglo American [09.09.24]

Anglo American hires financial advisers to sell two
nickel mines in Brazil, located in the cities of
Barro Alto and Niquelandia. 
Read the article here.

https://www.mining.com/web/madagascars-ambatovy-nickel-project-companies-file-restructuring-plan/
https://mining.com.au/aneka-tambang-forms-jv-for-nickel-mining-in-south-sulawesi/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/markets/marquette-county-nickel-project-awarded-up-to-145m-from-federal-government/ar-AA1qTYY7?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://mining.com.au/western-mines-uncovers-more-nickel-sulphides-at-mulga-tank/
https://www.mining.com/web/anglo-american-hired-advisers-to-sell-nickel-assets-in-brazil-says-country-head/
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Rare Earth Elements
Africa

Mozambique: Altona Rare Earths [25.09.24]
Exploration & development company reports initial
flotation rougher test results received for its Monte
Muambe rare earths and fluorspar project.
Read the article here. 

North America
Canada: Cyclic Metals [25.09.24]

Cyclic Materials Secures USD $53M Series B Funding
to Accelerate Global Expansion of Rare Earth
Recycling Infrastructure
Read the article here.

USA: American Rare Earths [01.09.24]
Initial surveys confirm igh-grade rare earth oxides
mineralisation at Cowboy State Mine in Wyoming,
with more drilling planned
Read the article here. 

Oceania
Australia: Critica Limited [17.09.24]

Critica makes magnetic rare earths discovery near
Jupiter. 
Read the article here.

South America
Brazil: Aclara Resources [13.09.24]

Rare earths producer applies for crucial
environmental permit for flagship project, targeting
production for early 2027. 
Read the article here.

https://www.miningweekly.com/article/initial-flotation-rougher-tests-indicate-high-rare-earths-recovery-altona-2024-09-25/searchString:Mining
https://www.miningweekly.com/article/initial-flotation-rougher-tests-indicate-high-rare-earths-recovery-altona-2024-09-25/searchString:Mining
https://www.miningweekly.com/article/initial-flotation-rougher-tests-indicate-high-rare-earths-recovery-altona-2024-09-25/searchString:Mining
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/1057304/american-rare-earths-confirms-high-grade-rare-earth-mineralisation-at-cowboy-state-mine-more-drilling-planned-1057304.html
https://www.proactiveinvestors.co.uk/companies/news/1057304/american-rare-earths-confirms-high-grade-rare-earth-mineralisation-at-cowboy-state-mine-more-drilling-planned-1057304.html
https://mining.com.au/critica-makes-magnetic-rare-earths-discovery-near-jupiter-project/
https://www.mining.com/aclara-resources-to-start-rare-earths-production-in-brazil-in-2027/
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Tin
Africa

Namibia: Andrada Mining [26.09.24]
Andrada reports year-on-year higher ore production,
with processing in mid-year update. 
Read the article here.

Europe
United Kingdom [18.09.24]

Construction crew on roadwork project stumbles
upon entrance to ancient ‘unmapped’ tin mine  in St
Austell, Cornwall, England
Read the article here.

Asia
South Korea: Almonty Industries Inc. [11.09.24]

Almonty completes final technical review prior to
processing plant equipment installation at Sangdong
Mine. 
Read the article here.

North America
USA: USITC [02.09.24]

The United States International Trade Commission
(USITC) launches investigation into tungsten shots
imported from China. 
Read the article here.

Tungsten

https://www.miningweekly.com/article/andrada-reports-higher-ore-production-processing-in-midyear-update-2024-09-26
https://www.mining.com/roadwork-reveals-unmapped-ancient-tin-mine-in-england/
https://markets.ft.com/data/announce/detail?dockey=600-202409110730BIZWIRE_USPRX____20240911_BW046423-1
https://projectblue.com/blue/news-analysis/1006/usa-launches-trade-investigations-into-chinese-tungsten-shot-imports
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Vanadium
Africa

South Africa: Vanadium Resources [16.09.24]
Vanadium Resources and China Energy
International Group Co. to sign MoU to develop
Steelpoortdrift Project. 
Read the article here.

North America
USA: Dimien Inc. [01.10.24]

Pure Lithium, a disruptive Boston-based vertically
integrated lithium metal battery technology
company, acquires all assets of  private U.S.
vanadium cathode materials company. 
Read the article here. 

USA: VRB Energy [23.09.24]
Ivanhoe Electric’s clean-tech subsidiary VRB Energy
enters into joint venture with Chinese investment
firm and secures $55 million for scale-up.
Read the article here.

Oceania
Australia: AVL [23.09.24]

Australian Vanadium Limited (AVL) secures non-
binding letter of interest from Export-Import Bank
of the United States (EXIM) for potential debt
funding of up to $31m. 
Read the article here.

https://mining.com.au/vanadium-china-energy-sign-mou-to-develop-steelpoortdrift/
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240930266814/en/Pure-Lithium-Expands-Strategic-Vanadium-Cathode-Technology-Portfolio-with-Asset-Acquisition-from-Private-US-Based-Dimien-Inc.
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20240930266814/en/Pure-Lithium-Expands-Strategic-Vanadium-Cathode-Technology-Portfolio-with-Asset-Acquisition-from-Private-US-Based-Dimien-Inc.
https://www.mining.com/ivanhoe-electric-unit-secures-55-million-chinese-investment-for-vanadium-battery-business/
https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/other/australian-vanadium-gets-31m-exim-debt-financing-interest/ar-AA1r4Aqz?ocid=BingNewsVerp


27

EVENTS CALENDAR

OCTOBER

Contact eileen@criticalmineral.org

Interested in upcoming events?

Battery Metals Association of Canada (BMAC) | Charged!
Battery Conference | Calgary, Canada | 29 - 30 October

Register here

Beacon  Events | International Mining and Resources
Conference (IMARC) Conference & Expo | The ICC, Sydney|
29 - 31 October 

Register here.

NOVEMBER
Weardale Lithium | North East Future Resources
Conference | Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, UK | 7 November

Register here

Association for British Mining Engineering & Consultancy
(ABEMC) | ABMEC Conference & Exhibition 2024 | Oxford,
UK | 27 November

Register here

https://site.pheedloop.com/event/CHARGED/home/
https://imarcglobal.com/
https://northeastfutureresources.com/
https://abmec.org.uk/abmec_events/abmec-conference-exhibition-2024/
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